Structured Engagement Exercises

	Structure & Graphic
	Description
	Benefits & Purposes

	Line-Ups
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	· Have students take a stand, make a prediction, or make an estimation pertaining to the topic of instruction, and write it on a Post-it note.  EXAMPLES:
· Distribute cards with numbers representing decimals or fractions.

· Distribute events in history.

· Estimate the percentage of Americans who vote.

· Designate one end of the room as the low end/beginning and the other as the high end/ending.  Have students line up without talking in the order of their predictions or estimates, holding their written estimate where it can be seen.

· Have students report their estimates so that all students can see the wide range of responses.

· Fold the line on itself so the person at the high end is facing the person at the low end.  Or, find the center of the line and have the students move so that the high end is facing someone from the middle.

· The partners share their estimates, as well as the rationales and strategies they used to determine their responses.  Students can be asked to report on their partner’s answers and rationale or on their own.
· If there is a correct answer, you may want to have them determine it or do research to find out the answer or the opinions of experts in the field.
	· To get students to take and defend a position on a topic

· To evoke curiosity and heighten attention/focus during instruction

· To help students fine tune their estimation skills

· To help students develop their ability to articulate their rationale



	Connection Collections
         
	· Collect objects that represent literal or metaphorical connections to the content under study and place them in a bag, baggie, or box.
· Students identify the connections between the items and the content under study or make predictions about an upcoming study.

· The objects can be pictures or actual artifacts.
	· To help students make personal meaning
· To connect learning to life beyond the classroom

· To promote creative thinking
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